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Chapter One

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Articlel

(1) This Act shall regulate radio and televisiondatcasting activities within the territory of the
Republic of Bulgaria.

(2) Radio and television broadcasting activitiesan®the creation of radio and television
programme services and of subsidiary informatiorbfoadcasting by terrestrial transmitter, by cable
by satellite or by means of some other technicalcgeor process, in encoded or unencoded form,
intended for immediate reception by an unlimitechber of persons.

Article2

The provisions of this Act shall not apply to:

1. radio and television programme services crefiiedhe purpose of broadcasting within a
single building;

2. radio and television programme services cre&tedhe purpose of broadcasting for the
needs of state bodies or legal persons, where dhtert of the programme concerns solely their
activity and the transmission equipment is ownedthieyn.

Article3

(1) (Supplemented, SG No. 96/2001) Radio and t&il@vi broadcasting activities shall be
pursued by radio and television broadcasters liyeviof registrations or licences granted accortting
the procedure established by this Act.

(2) (Supplemented, SG No. 79/2000, SG No. 96/2@&)io and television broadcasters shall
be either sole-trader natural persons or jurisgespns holding radio and television broadcasting
licences or registrations.

(3) Radio and television broadcasters may furtheerbe telecommunications operators within
the meaning given by the Telecommunications Act. siach case, they may not provide
telecommunications services to third parties, saa® otherwise provided for by their
telecommunications operation licences.

(4) The provisions of this Act shall apply to aidio and television programme services
created for the purpose of broadcasting or broadigahe relevant broadcasters under the jurisaicti
of the Republic of Bulgaria.

Article4

Radio and television broadcasters shall be pukligzise and commercial.

Article5

(Supplemented, SG No. 79/2000, SG No. 93/2005)

Commercial radio and television broadcasters $i@mbBole traders or commercial corporations
holding a radio and television broadcasting liceand/or registration, which shall operate with the
main object of distributing profit among their owse

Article6



(1) (Supplenented, SG No. 79/2000, SG No. 93/20@HH)lic-service radio and television
broadcasters shall be sole-trader natural persoriegal persons holding a radio and television
broadcasting licence and/or registration whose rodiject is to contribute to the realization of the
constitutional right to information.

(2) Public-service radio and television broadcassiiall be subjects of public law or of private
law.

(3) Public-service radio and television broadcasstall:

1. provide for broadcasting political, business|twal, scientific, educational and other
socially relevant information;

2. afford access to national and global culturdlies and popularise the advances of science
and technology by broadcasting Bulgarian and foreigucational and cultural programme services
addressed to all age groups;

3. ensure, through their programming policy, thetgation of national interests, universal
human cultural values, national science, educatiwh culture of all Bulgarian citizens, regardlefs o
their ethnic identity;

4. encourage the creation of works by Bulgariamens

5. encourage Bulgarian performing arts.

Article7

The Bulgarian National Radio (BNR) and the Bulganiational Television (BNT) shall be the
national public-service radio broadcaster and, eetyely, the national public-service television
broadcaster, which:

1. ensure programme services for all citizens efRlpublic of Bulgaria;

2. assist the development and popularisation ofy@idn culture and the Bulgarian language,
as well as of the culture and language of citizaraccordance with their ethnic identity;

3. afford access to the national and European ralltoeritage through their programme
services;

4. insert informational, educational and entertantbroadcasts in their programme services;

5. apply the new information technologies;

6. (Amended, SG No. 96/2001) reflect the diversifyideas and convictions in society by
means of a pluralism of viewpoints in each onehefiews and current affairs broadcasts on political
and business subijects;

7. foster mutual understanding and tolerance #tigls between people;

8. afford citizens the opportunity to get familiaith the official position of the State on
important issues in public life.

Article8

(1) This Act shall guarantee the freedom of radial #elevision broadcasters and of their
broadcasting activities from political and econointerference.

(2) (Amended, SG No. 96/2001) The Council for Hewgic Media, as a specialized
independent body, shall exercise supervision ircéses provided for in this Act.

(3) (New, SG No. 77/2002) The National Assemblylishdopt a strategy for development of
radio and television broadcasting activities bydstrial transmitter as prepared by the Council for
Electronic Media and the Communications RegulaGommission.

Article9

(1) The creation of radio and television progransagevices in the Republic of Bulgaria shall
not be restricted.

(2) Programme service censorship in any form wieatsoshall be inadmissible.

(3) Freedom of reception of radio and televisioogpamme services shall be ensured, and re-
transmission of radio and television programme isesvwithin the territory of Bulgaria shall not be
restricted under the terms established by this Act.

(4) (Amended, SG No. 79/2000) Application of Paagdr (3) shall be suspended in case of
gross violation of the provisions of Item 6 of A&t& 10 (1) herein, and Article 17 (2) and (3) heiiei
accordance with the obligations assumed by the IRiepaf Bulgaria under effective international
treaties.

Article 10



(1) In pursuit of their broadcasting activitiesdi@and television broadcasters shall be guided
by the following principles:

1. guaranteed right to freedom of expression afiopi

2. guaranteed right to information;

3. protection of confidential sources of informatio

4. protection of citizen's personal inviolability;

5. inadmissibility of broadcasts inciting to inttdace among citizens;

6. (Amended, SG No. 79/2000) inadmissibility of dmloasts which are contrary to good
morals, especially if they contain pornography,obxir condone brutality or violence, or incite to
hatred on grounds of race, sex, religion or natityna

7. guaranteed right of reply;

8. guaranteed copyrights and neighbouring rights@adcasts and programme services;

9. safeguarding the purity of the Bulgarian languag

(2) (Amended, SG No. 79/2000) At least 50 per adnthe total annual transmission time,
excluding the time appointed to news and sportadwasts, radio and television games, advertising,
teletext services and radio and tele-shopping,| $leateserved for European works whenever this is
practically possible.

(3) (Amended, SG No. 79/2000) At least 10 per adnthe total annual transmission time,
excluding the time appointed to news and sportadwasts, radio and television games, advertising,
teletext services and radio and tele-shopping] bealeserved for European works created by externa
producers. This proportion should be achieved msgjvely through allocation of sufficient resources
for new works, i. e. works broadcast not later thamars after their creation.

(4) (New, SG No. 79/2000) The requirements covemedier Paragraphs (2) and (3) shall not
apply to programme services intended for local encks and broadcast by a single broadcaster which
does not form part of the national network.

Article11

(1) Any opinion may be freely expressed in radid selevision broadcasts.

(2) Journalists and artists, who have concludedraots with radio and television broadcasters,
may not be given any instructions or directiongaathe practice of their pursuits by persons and/or
groups outside the management bodies of radioad@ddion broadcasters.

(3) Public criticism of the programming policy addio and television broadcasters by their
employees shall not be treated as disloyalty teethployer.

(4) Journalists, who have concluded contracts weitlio and television broadcasters, shall have
the right to refuse to perform an assignment, plediit is not related to implementation of the
provisions of this Act or of the relevant contraatsd if it is contrary to their personal convicton
technical editing of programme material or of nemay not be refused.

(5) Editorial statutes for work in the sphere ofrent affairs may be agreed between the
owners and/or management bodies of radio and sébevbroadcasters and the journalists who have
concluded contracts with them.

(6) The editorial statute shall state specific mieins and criteria for:

1. guaranteeing the freedom and personal accolityaljijournalistic work in accomplishing
the assignment;

2. the protection of journalists within the meangigen by Paragraph (2);

3. the professional and ethical standards of jdistia activity in the respective radio and
television broadcasters;

4. the manners of decision-making which concermalistic activity;

5. the establishment of an internal body for thflesaent of any disputes as may arise in the
course of journalistic work on the creation of prgme services.

Article 12

(1) The programme services of radio and televisiomadcasters shall be transmitted in the
official language, according to the Constitutiortted Republic of Bulgaria.

(2) (Amended, SG No. 79/2000) The programme sesvicendividual broadcasts of radio and
television broadcasters may be transmitted in @mddmguage as well, where:

1. they are broadcast for educational purposes;



2. they are intended for Bulgarian citizens who éha mother tongue different from the
Bulgarian language;

3. they are intended for foreign listeners or vimye

4. they re-transmit foreign radio and televisiooggamme services.

Article13

(1) Radio and television broadcasters shall haeeritfht to receive any information as they
may need from state and municipal bodies, unlasdrifformation contains any secret as provided for
by statute.

(2) Radio and television broadcasters shall begatdid to use any information received
accurately and untendentiously.

(3) Radio and television broadcasters shall disclogormation about their broadcasting
activities in the cases provided for by the law.

(4) (Supplemented, SG No. 79/2000) A radio or tielen broadcaster, who or which holds an
exclusive right for the transmission of an evenimafjor importance, shall be obligated to affordeoth
radio and television broadcasters access for thws neverage of the said event in accordance wih th
obligations assumed by the Republic of Bulgariaeuradfective international treaties.

Article 14

(1) Radio and television broadcasters shall begat#d to record the programme services and
broadcasts provided by them for broadcasting anpréserve the recordings for a period of three
months reckoned from the date of transmission.

(2) Should a request for a reply be received axaion be brought against a radio or television
broadcaster in connection with the content of atbcast or a programme within the period referred to
in Paragraph (1), the recordings shall be presamétithe close of proceedings.

(3) Any person, who claims that his or her repotatias been damaged in a broadcast, shall
have the right to access to the relevant archimelsta a copy of the recording made at his or her
expense.

(4) (Amended, SG No. 96/2001) The Council for Hlewic Media may request material from
the radio and television broadcasters, as welloasluct on-site examinations in connection with the
exercise of supervision as to compliance with Aus

Article 15

(1) Radio and television broadcasters shall notobkgated to disclose their sources of
information to the Council for Electronic Media,veain the case of pending legal proceedings or
pending proceedings initiated on the complaint péeson affected.

(2) Journalists shall not be obligated to discltseir sources of information either to the
audience or to the management of a broadcasteyisdive cases under Paragraph (1).

(3) Radio and television broadcasters shall haeerihht to include information from an
unidentified source in their broadcasts, exprestslting this fact.

(4) Journalists shall be obligated to protect tbafidentiality of the source of information
should this have been expressly requested by tisemp&/ho has provided the said information.

Article 16

(1) Radio and television broadcasters may not ereat provide for broadcasting any
broadcasts containing information related to thespe life of citizens without their consent.

(2) Radio and television broadcasters may inclandiaeir broadcasts information in the public
interest relating to the private life of citizenseecising the powers of state bodies, or of citizen
whose decisions exert influence on the public.

(3) In the case of violations under Paragraphafib) (2), the person affected shall be entitled
to a public apology from the radio and televisioaduicasters. This shall not prejudice the rigtarof
such person to claim damages by a judicial process.

(4) The restrictions under Paragraphs (1) and &)l :ot apply to any person under an
effective sentence for a premeditated offence bliplaw.

Article 17

(1) Radio and television broadcasters shall be ateble for the content of the programme
services provided by them for broadcasting.

(2) Radio and television broadcasters shall begatdid not to suffer the creation or provision
for broadcasting of any broadcasts in violationtleé principles of Article 10 herein, and any



broadcasts inciting to national, political, ethmeligious or racial intolerance, extolling or camihg
brutality or violence, or likely to impair the phigal, mental and moral development of infants and
minors.

(3) (Supplemented, SG No. 79/2000) The provisiondeu Paragraph (2), which concern
infants and minors, shall not apply to encoded dicaats and/or broadcasts broadcast between 23:00
and 6:00 hours and clearly preceded by an acoastifor acoustic and optical warning, or identified
by the presence of a visual symbol throughout tHemation. This provision does not prejudice the
liability of the broadcaster for compliance withetiprinciples of Article 10 herein throughout the
duration of the programme service.

(4) Radio and television broadcasters shall ndiabée for any information disclosed or for the
content thereof, provided the said information:

1. has been received through official channels;

2. quotes official documents;

3. accurately reproduces public statements;

4. uses material received from news agencies or @river radio and television broadcasters.

(5) No modifications shall be permissible when dueuts are cited.

(6) News, representing informational facts, shalldifferentiated from any comments on such
news.

(7) (Amended, SG No. 79/2000) Whenever a broadohst different radio or television
broadcaster is used in part of a broadcast, thils Isb expressly stated and must be in accordaitbe w
the legal framework of the Copyright and NeighbogrRights Act.

Article 18

(1) Any persons, state and municipal bodies, whavldich have been affected in a radio or
television broadcast, shall enjoy the right of yepl

(2) Within seven days after the day of the broatldhe persons and bodies referred to in
Paragraph (1) shall have the right to request iitingr that the respective radio or television
broadcaster provide their reply for broadcastirfye Tontested allegations, as well as the dateianed t
of the broadcast, shall be specified in the request

(3) The radio or television broadcaster shall biggabed to ensure insertion of the reply in the
next succeeding edition of the same broadcast an iequivalent time within 24 hours after receipt o
the reply, modifications or abridgments of the tiesing impermissible.

(4) The broadcasting of a reply shall be providédh@ charge to the persons and bodies
referred to in Paragraph (1).

(5) The duration of the reply may not exceed thatilon of the contested part of the broadcast.

Article 19

(1) (Previous Article 19, SG No. 93/2005) Radio aekkvision broadcasters shall broadcast
programme services solely after the copyrightsragighbouring rights have been settled in advance.

(2) (New, SG No. 93/2005) Every year, radio an@éusion operators shall present to the
Council for Electronic Media, upon request, evidemd the commercial rights and the copyrights
granted in respect of protected works in the pnogne services thereof and of the neighbouring rights
granted for the provision for broadcasting of fgreprogramme services.

(3) (New, SG No. 93/2005) Within one month afteceipt of the data, the Council for
Electronic Media shall consolidate the informatreferred to in Paragraph (2) and shall transmit the
said information to the competent officials under Copyright and Neighbouring Rights Act.

Chapter Two
COUNCIL FOR ELECTRONIC MEDIA
(Titleamended, SG No. 96/2001)
Section |

General Conditions

Article 20
(Amended, SG No. 96/2001)



(1) The Council for Electronic Media shall be awlépendent specialized body which shall
regulate radio and television broadcasting acéigsitoy means of registration or grant of licences fo
pursuit of radio and television broadcasting atiigi and through exercise of supervision over the
activities of radio and television broadcastertoasompliance with this Act.

(2) In the performance of its functions, the Coufar Electronic Media shall be guided by the
public interest, protecting the freedom and plsraliof speech and information and the independence
of radio and television broadcasters.

Article21

The Council for Electronic Media shall be a legafgon with a head office in Sofia and with
an independent budget.

Article 22

The Council for Electronic Media shall be assistedhe performance of its functions by
administrative and technical services whose stracand payroll shall be determined by the said
Council at its own discretion in conformity withetesources allocated for the respective year.

Article23
The Council for Electronic Media shall adopt itsroRules of Organization and Procedure.
Section ||
Council for Electronic Media Composition
Article 24

(1) The Council for Electronic Media shall considétnine members, of whom five shall be
elected by the National Assembly and four shatipgointed by the President of the Republic.

(2) The National Assembly resolution and the presihl decree under Paragraph (1) shall
enter into force simultaneously.

Article 25

(Amended, SG No. 96/2001, SG No. 93/2005)

Eligibility to the Council for Electronic Media shde limited to persons holding Bulgarian
citizenship, who hold a degree of higher educatanwell as possess professional experience, in the
following spheres: electronic media, telecommunmicet, journalism, law or economics, and enjoy
public authority and professional acknowledgement.

Article 26

The following persons shall be ineligible for memdiep of the Council for Electronic Media:

1. any persons who have been sentenced to imprasanior premeditated offences at public
law;

2. any sole traders, owners of the capital of comiak corporations, partners, managing
directors, managerial agents or members of managemed auditing bodies of commercial
corporations and cooperatives;

3. any persons who have been on the full-time staffart-time informers of the former State
Security.

Article27

(1) (Amended, SG No. 96/2001) During their termoffice and, in respect of Item 4, within
two years after the expiration of this term, thembers of the Council for Electronic Media may not:

1. (Amended, SG No. 96/2001) occupy any other igalaposition under a contract of
employment;

2. hold elective office in any state or municipatkes, in the governing bodies of any political
parties and coalitions, or in any trade unions;

3. be members of the management, auditing and \#apgr bodies of any commercial
corporations or cooperatives.

4. (Amended, SG No. 96/2001) be consultants or reesnbf management, auditing and
supervisory bodies of any radio and television Boaaters, or acquire interests or shares in arty suc
broadcasters or in any advertising agencies;

5. (Supplemented, SG No. 96/2001) be consultanteesnbers of management, auditing and
supervisory bodies of any non-profit organizatiomkich have received a radio or television
broadcaster licence;



6. receive remuneration in any form whatsoever fezm radio or television broadcaster, save
according to intellectual property legislation.

(2) Employers, who are in an employment relatiomstith a person who is becoming member
of the Council for Electronic Media, shall be olligd, when so requested by the said person, to gran
the said person unpaid leave of absence for thatidarof his or her term of office. After the
expiration or termination of the said term of offji@any such employers shall be obligated to reimsta
the person concerned to his or her former posifiba or she so wishes.

Article 28

Before assuming office, all members of the Courioil Electronic Media shall sign a
declaration, affirming that they satisfy the requients under this Act. The said declarations il
preserved in the archives of the Council for Elatit Media.

Article 28a

(New, SG No. 96/2001)

(1) Each member of the Council for Electronic Mediad of the evaluating commission
referred to in Article 116c herein shall be oblgghto make a written disclosure to the Council for
Electronic Media of any substantial commercialafinial or another business interest which the said
member or the members of his or her family havenupe making of a specific decision.

(2) Substantial interest shall be in existence wkenthe persons referred to in Paragraph (1)
or members of their families, as well as persongh wwhom each one of them is economically
connected:

(a) receive a radio and television broadcastirenke;

(b) are appointed to supervisory bodies in the mplué radio and television broadcasting
activities or telecommunications, or are electedn@nagement boards of any radio and television
organizations, cable or telecommunications opesataradvertising agencies.

(3) The duty of the persons referred to in Pardgiap shall be performed through submission
of a declaration to the Council for Electronic Medipon assumption of office and at least once every
six months thereafter, stating the names and asklsasf persons economically connected with them
or with the members of their families, as well e business interests which have arisen or could
arise. The declaration under this Paragraph slealbrieserved in a special public register with the
Council for Electronic Media.

(4) Any member of the Council for Electronic Medigho has an immediate business interest
upon the making of a specific decision, shall bigaked to disclose the said interest and to wakdr
from the debate and the voting.

(5) The party affected, as well as any party camegr may petition the Supreme
Administrative Court for revocation of any decissamade in violation of the foregoing Paragraph.

Article 29

(Amended, SG No. 96/2001)

(1) The members of the Council for Electronic Meslell be elected or appointed for a term
of six years. The composition of the Council foe&tonic Media from each quota shall rotate every
two years.

(2) A person may not be member of the Council feecEonic Media for more than two
successive terms of office. A re-election or reappnent of any such person must not be
inconsistent with the rotation provided for in Raeaph (1).

(3) The members of the Council for Electronic Meslll discharge their duties until the new
members assume office.

Article 30

(1) The term of office of a member of the Counait Electronic Media shall be terminated
prior to the expiration of the said term upon real@f the person from office or in the event oftthea

(2) (Amended, SG No. 96/2001) A member of the Cduinc Electronic Media shall be
removed from office by a decision of the Council Ebectronic Media:

1. (Amended, SG No. 96/2001) acting on a letteesignation submitted to the Chairperson of
the Council for Electronic Media,

2. upon permanent actual inability to dischargedniber duties in the course of more than six
months;

3. upon establishment of incompatibility with ttegjuirements of this Act;



4. (New, SG No. 96/2001) upon entry into force ofsentence imposing a term of
imprisonment for a premeditated offence.

(3) Upon termination of the term of office of a mean of the Council for Electronic Media
prior to the expiration of the said term, withineomonth after the date of death or of the decision
referred to in Paragraph (2), the competent authatiall elect or appoint a replacement for the
remainder of the relevant term of office.

(4) (Amended, SG No. 96/2001) Any termination afeam of office prior to the expiration
thereof under ltems 1 and 4 of Paragraph (2) anihénevent of death shall be announced to the
Council for Electronic Media by the Chairpersortteg said Council.

Article 31

(1) (Amended, SG No. 96/2001) At their first megtirthe members of the Council for
Electronic Media shall elect from amongst their t@ma Chairperson for a term of one year.

(2) The Chairperson shall perform the followingdtians:

1. represent the Council for Electronic Media;

2. convene the meetings of the Council for Eleétrdvhedia and preside over them;

3. sign the acts of the Council for Electronic Meddopted in implementation of this Act;

4. maintain the liaison of the Council for ElectioMedia with the state bodies and the radio
and television broadcasters, as well as with iritssnal organizations in the sphere of radio and
television broadcasting activities;

5. (New, SG No. 79/2000) issue penalty decreesifdations of the provisions of this Act;

6. (New, SG No. 96/2001) prepare the meetingsefhuncil for Electronic Media;

7. (New, SG No. 96/2001) direct the work of the adstrative and technical services;

8. (New, SG No. 96/2001) verify compliance with thgplementation of the acts as adopted.

(3) (Repealed, SG No. 96/2001).

(4) (Amended, SG No. 79/2000, SG No. 96/2001) THwiPerson shall vacate office
automatically, upon the expiration of the one yteam for which he or she has been elected, orsat hi
or her own request, by decision of the CouncilElactronic Media.

(5) (Amended, SG No. 96/2001) The Council for Hiecic Media, acting on motion by any of
its members, may make a decision on terminaticcheterm of office of the Chairperson prior to the
expiration of the said term by reason of derelittd duties.

(6) Any decisions referred to in Paragraphs (4) éidshall specify the date of the next
meeting at which a new election shall be held.

Section |11

Council for Electronic Media Powers

Article 32

(1) The Council for Electronic Media shall be vektdgth the following powers:

1. to exercise supervision over the broadcastitigities of radio and television broadcasters
as to compliance with this Act;

2. to elect and remove the directors general oBIHR and the BNT;

3. to endorse, upon nomination by the directorsegginthe members of the management
boards of the BNR and the BNT;

4. to give an opinion upon the drafting of statyt@anstruments and upon conclusion of
intergovernmental agreements in the sphere of mdiatelevision;

5. to give an opinion on the draft state budgeargigg the subsidy for the BNR and the BNT,;

6. to endorse annually the off-budget cost estirohthe Radio and Television Fund;

7. to organize a research of public opinion onttteadcasting activities of radio and television
broadcasters and of their programme services;

8. to give an opinion regarding any changes inatmeunt of fees charged for use of radio and
television services;

9. (Supplemented, SG No. 79/2000, amended, SG®&2091) to make decisions on the grant,
alteration, revocation, transfer and terminatioa o&dio and television broadcasting licence;

10. to refer to the competent authorities any viofes of statutory instruments in the pursuit of
radio and television broadcasting activities;



11. to determine the composition of the managerbeatd of the Radio and Television Fund,
to adopt rules of organization and operation ofsiel Fund and its management board, and to appoint
the Executive Director of the said Fund;

12. (New, SG No. 96/2001) to issue, at its disoretmandatory directions for execution of the
radio and television broadcasting licences;

13. (New, SG No. 96/2001, amended, SG No. 112/2@6®Bpproach the Communications
Regulation Commission with an enquiry regardingrénguisite technical parameters for broadcasting
by terrestrial transmitter of radio and televisiprogramme services to a population centre or
functional region as specified by the Council fdedfronic Media or to the entire territory of the
Republic of Bulgaria, including unallocated radreduencies, permissible power of transmission,
possible points of transmission, as well as angragchnical information as may be necessary;

14. (New, SG No. 96/2001) to hold a competitive cedure for selection of a radio and
television broadcaster whereto a telecommunicatimence shall be granted to operate existing
telecommunication networks for broadcasting byetsrial transmitter and/or to build, maintain and
operate new networks of this type;

15. (New, SG No. 96/2001, amended, SG No. 112/2@®@1grant an individual radio and
television broadcasting licence to the winner & tompetitive procedure referred to in Item 14, and
to notify the Communications Regulation Commissiovith a view to the grant of a
telecommunications licence to the same person;

16. (New, SG No. 96/2001) to effect and strike w§istrations for pursuit of radio and
television broadcasting activities in the casewipled for by the law;

17. (New, SG No. 96/2001) jointly with other bodits represent the Republic of Bulgaria in
inter-state and intergovernmental organizationsraiters concerning the electronic media, and to
perform coordinating functions between the ingtitg of state and non-governmental organizations
with a view to formulating a common policy regaglithe electronic media;

18. (Supplemented, SG No. 79/2000; renumbered frem 12, SG No. 96/2001) to make any
other decisions in execution of its powers undéer #tt, and under effective international treaiies
the sphere of radio and television broadcastinigites to which the Republic of Bulgaria is a part

(2) In execution of its powers, the Council for &lenic Media shall adopt regulations,
decisions and declarations and shall give opinitise cases provided for by the law.

(3) (New, SG No. 79/2000) The Council for ElectmoMedia shall adopt and publish a list of
events of major importance for society and shatiues measures for protection of the access of the
public to their coverage, so that any broadcastdeuthe jurisdiction of the Republic of Bulgarihav
or which has acquired exclusive rights for the répg of events of major importance for society
exercise these rights in such a manner as théoszédicaster:

1. do not deprive a substantial proportion of thiblig in Bulgaria of the possibility of
following any such events via whole or partial liveverage, or where necessary or appropriate for
objective reasons in the public interest, wholpantial deferred coverage on free television;

2. do not deprive a substantial proportion of tiublic in a Member State of the European
Union, or in a State Party to the European Congartah Transfrontier Television, of the possibility
following events of major importance for societyawvhole or partial live coverage, or where
necessary or appropriate for objective reasonisdarptiblic interest, whole or partial deferred cager
on free television, according to the provisionsmdd by that other state, on a basis of reciprocity

(4) (New, SG No. 96/2001) The Council for Electomiedia shall announce publicly any
decisions made in connection with the exercisehef powers thereof, including the manner of
application of the law, as well as the groundsdoy change in its practice The decisions of the
Council for Electronic Media shall be reasoned.

Article 33

The Council for Electronic Media shall exercise enysion over the broadcasting activities of
radio and television broadcasters solely with régar

1. (Supplemented, SG No. 79/2000) compliance withprinciples covered under Article 10
(1) herein and the proportion referred to inundeicke 10 (2) and (3) herein;

2. compliance with the requirements covered undgcla 6 (3) and Article 7 herein;

3. coverage of the elections of state bodies adieb®f local self-government;



4. (Supplemented, SG No. 79/2000) compliance with requirements regarding advertising
and radio and tele-shopping in the broadcastsdif iend television broadcasters;

5. conformity to the standards regarding charitalolévities and sponsorship;

6. safeguarding of the secrets in radio and tal@visroadcasting activities as provided for by
the law;

7. (Amended, SG No. 79/2000) compliance with tlipiiements as to broadcasts addressed to
infants and minors;

8. information about decisions of the instituti@wministering justice and other state bodies in
the cases provided for by the law;

9. protection of consumer rights;

10. technical quality of broadcasts and programeneices;

11. (Supplemented, SG No. 79/2000) compliance arih restrictions as may be provided for
in the law, in the licences and in the effectivieinational treaties to which the Republic of Buiga
is a party;

12. (New, SG No. 96/2001) compliance with the teramsl conditions of the radio and
television broadcasting licences.

Section |V
M eetings

Article 34

(1) The Council for Electronic Media shall be cdlte a meeting by the Chairperson:

1. on his or her own initiative, or

2. on the requisition of at least one third ofitsmbers.

(2) A notice of meeting shall contain a draft agenfithe meeting.

Article35

(Supplemented, SG No. 96/2001)

For the valid transaction of business at any mgatiihthe Council for Electronic Media, as
many members shall have to be present thereatallsbehnecessary for making decisions on the
agenda. The members shall vote only in person drh\whysically present at a meeting.

Article 36

Upon making decisions, the members of the CounciElectronic Media shall be guided by
the principles of:

1. fellowship;

2. public openness and transparency;

3. independence in the discussions and decisiornngrak

4. cooperation with state bodies, radio and telewidroadcasters and non-governmental
organizations active in the sphere of radio andvision or in the protection of copyright and
neighbouring rights;

5. protection of the interests of viewers and fists.

Article37

(1) The Council for Electronic Media shall make idems by a simple majority of all its
members.

(2) Any decisions referred to in Article 31 (1) aft) and Item 3 of Article 32 (1) herein shall
require a majority of two-thirds of all members.

(3) (Amended, SG No. 79/2000) If no decision refdrto in Paragraph (2) is made at three
successive meetings held within one month, a detish any such business shall then require a
simple majority.

Article 38

(Amended and supplemented, SG No. 79/2000, ame&d&#|o. 96/2001)

(1) The decisions of the Council for Electronic Medhall be appealable before the Supreme
Administrative Court.

(2) Any appeal against the decisions of the CouociElectronic Media to elect and remove
members of the management boards and directorsajerfethe BNR and the BNT, as well as any
decisions referred to in Items 2 and 3 of Articli(3) herein shall not stay the execution of arghsu
decisions.
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Article 39

(1) (Amended, SG No. 96/2001) The Council for Hiecic Media shall issue a Newsletter
carrying the decisions made, topical articles angloblems of audiovisual culture, the resultshef t
monitoring of radio and television broadcastersywali as public opinion surveys commissioned by
the Council for Electronic Media.

(2) The Council for Electronic Media shall publiahreport on its activity during each year on
or before the 31st day of March in the next sucicepgear.

Section V

Financing and Remuner ation

Article 40

The Council for Electronic Media shall be finandsdthe Radio and Television Fund.

Article41

(1) For the duration of performance of their fuon, the members of the Council for
Electronic Media shall receive a monthly remuneratto an amount equivalent to three average
monthly wages of persons employed in the natioo@ahemy according to information of the National
Statistical Institute.

(2) (Repealed, SG No. 96/2001).

(3) The basic monthly remuneration shall be adfusigch quarter on the basis of the average
monthly wage for the last month of the last preggdjuarter.

Chapter Three
BULGARIAN NATIONAL RADIO AND BULGARIAN
NATIONAL TELEVISION
Section |

General Provisions

Article42

(1) The Bulgarian National Radio and the Bulgafiational Television shall be legal persons
with head offices in Sofia.

(2) The Bulgarian National Radio and the Bulgamational Television shall exercise day-to-
day management of the state owned property alld¢hereto prior to the entry of this Act into force

Article43

The Bulgarian National Radio and the Bulgarian dlzdi Television shall create and provide
for broadcasting radio and television programmevises and subsidiary information, including
teletext services.

Article44

(1) The radio and television programme servicethefBNR and the BNT shall be broadcast
by telecommunication means of their own or proaegdirom a contract with a licensed
telecommunications operator.

(2) The State shall implement a licensing policythie sphere of telecommunications which
shall guarantee the broadcasting of the prograneméces of the BNR and the BNT within the entire
territory of Bulgaria.

(3) (New, SG No. 41/2007) The Bulgarian NationaleVision and the Bulgarian National
Radio shall ensure the broadcasting of the natiprajramme services thereof by satellite/satellites
within the range of the territories of Europe amigdeo continents where there are citizens of Budgari
descent according to data of the Agency for ButgariAbroad and through their own research.

(4) (New, SG No. 41/2007) The resources for exeauwf the activities referred to in
Paragraph (1) shall be provided by the State budget

(5) (New, SG No. 41/2007) The Bulgarian NationaleVision and the Bulgarian National
Radio shall provide at no charge the national agional programme services thereof to enterprises
providing electronic communications through cablectonic communication networks for
distribution of radio and television programme $my, as well as for satellite and digital teriiabtr
radio broadcasting.
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Article45

(1) The Bulgarian National Radio and the BulgarNational Television shall introduce and
provide new radio and television services.

(2) The Bulgarian National Radio and the Bulgafi&@tional Television shall create conditions
for the broadcasting and application of digital astler new technologies in radio and television
broadcasting activities.

Article 46

(1) The Bulgarian National Radio and the Bulgaf¥ational Television shall have the right to
conclude contracts for the purchase of finishedaadd audiovisual works.

(2) The Bulgarian National Radio and the Bulgaridational Television may conclude
contracts with other radio and television broadmasfor the supply, re-transmission or exchange of
programme services.

Article 47

(1) The Bulgarian National Radio and the Bulgamiational Television shall have the right to
create their own programme services and broadoasbscommission the creation of such programme
services and broadcasts to external producersehasvto take part in co-productions.

(2) News and current affairs broadcasts on politiaaal business subjects, broadcast in the
programme services of the BNR and the BNT, may foelyced solely by the Bulgarian National
Radio and the Bulgarian National Television.

(3) Audio and audiovisual works shall be createdekternal producers through a competitive
procedure and the conclusion of a contract witrBN&® and the BNT.

(4) The principles of relations and the procedwe groduction of co-productions, for the
holding of competitive procedures and for conclosod contracts with external producers shall be
governed by regulations adopted by the managenoemtb

Article 48

The Bulgarian National Radio and the Bulgarian dlai Television shall have the right to
gratuitous insertion in their newscasts, by wayaofuse, of reports and news about events wherefor
another radio or television broadcaster holds tkedusive coverage rights, in conformity with the
Copyright and Neighbouring Rights Act, mandatocitgediting the source of information.

Section |1

BNR and BNT Programme Services

Article 49

(1) The Bulgarian National Radio and the BulgaiNational Television shall create national
and regional programme services, external servicadtzasts, including such for Bulgarians abroad,
broadcasts intended for Bulgarian citizens who haveother tongue different from the Bulgarian
language, including broadcasts in the languagkeo$aid citizens.

(2) (Amended, SG No. 79/2000) Regional programmeices shall cover developments of
local importance. They shall be created at theoregiradio and television centres and shall be
intended for the audience in the respective reg®nvell as for inclusion in the national radio and
television programme services.

(3) The territory of the regions, the regional peogme schedules and the contribution by the
radio and television centres of broadcasts of thein to the creation of national radio and telensi
programme services shall be endorsed by the mamagdroards of the BNR and the BNT.

Article 50

The Bulgarian National Radio and the Bulgarian blzdl Television shall develop their
programming policy in accordance with the requirataeto national public-service radio and
television broadcasters.

Article51

When requested to do so, the Bulgarian NationaidRand the Bulgarian National Television
shall be obligated to provide immediately and atcharge transmission time to representatives of
state bodies for announcements in the public isténethe event of a disaster or an immediate threa
to the life, safety or health of the public or oflividual persons.

Article 52

12



(1) The President of the Republic, the ChairmathefNational Assembly, the Prime Minister,
the Prosecutor General and the presidents of thestiational Court, the Supreme Administrative
Court and the Supreme Court of Cassation shall Haeight to address the nation on the BNR and
the BNT.

(2) By resolution of the National Assembly, the BN#Rd the BNT shall be obligated to
provide immediately transmission time for live bdoasting of plenary sittings.

(3) The transmission time under Paragraphs (1Y2nshall be provided at no charge.

Article 53

(1) The Bulgarian National Radio and the Bulgaridational Television may provide
transmission time for addresses to believers andrfadcasting of significant religious ceremoraes
the request of:

1. the Bulgarian Orthodox Church;

2. other officially registered religions.

(2) The terms and procedure for provision of trassian time under Paragraph (1) shall be
established in the rules of organization and opmraif the BNR and the BNT.

Article 54

The terms and procedure for provision of transmissime on the BNR and the BNT upon
participation in election campaigns shall be egthbd by statute.

Section |11

BNR and BNT Management

Article 55

(1) The management bodies of the Bulgarian Nati®aalio shall be:

1. the Management Board of the BNR;

2. the Director General of the BNR.

(2) The management bodies of the Bulgarian Natide&dvision shall be:

1. the Management Board of the BNT;

2. the Director General of the BNT.

Article 56

The directors general of the BNR and the BNT ararttembers of the management boards
shall conduct their activities proceeding from caots whereby management is entrusted to them.

Article57

(1) Any employer, who or which is in an employmeelationship with any person covered
under Article 55 herein, shall be obligated to gramy such person unpaid leave of absence for the
duration of the relevant term. After the expiratimntermination of the said term, the said employer
shall be obligated to reinstate the said persdhegosition previously occupied thereby.

(2) Any persons under Article 55 herein, who arainemployment relationship with another
employer at the time of their election or endorseinty the Council for Electronic Media, shall have
the right to terminate the said relationship untier terms of ltem 8 of Article 325 of the Labour
Code.

(3) Any persons covered under Article 55 hereinowdt the time of their election or
endorsement by the Council for Electronic Media @rean employment relationship with higher
educational establishments or scientific orgamzeti as degree-holding lecturers or research
associates of equivalent status, shall have th# tia continue their lecturing or research practice
during their term of office.

Article 58

(1) The management boards of the BNR and the BNill sbnsist of five members each,
endorsed by the Council for Electronic Media upommation by the respective directors general.

(2) The composition of the management boards ofBN& and the BNT shall include the
respective director general, who shall chair therddy right.

(3) (Amended, SG No. 96/2001) When absent, thecdiregeneral of the BNR and the BNT
shall authorize a member of the management boatdgatize for him or her.

Article 59

(1) Eligibility to the management boards of the BERJ the BNT shall be limited to persons
holding Bulgarian citizenship who reside within tieeritory of Bulgaria, hold a university degreedan
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possess professional experience in the sphereliof aad television broadcasting activities, of orgt
journalism, audiovision, telecommunications, laneoonomics.

(2) The following persons shall be ineligible foembership of the management board of the
BNR or, respectively, the BNT:

1. any persons who have been sentenced to impresanior premeditated offences at public
law;

2. any sole traders, owners of the capital of comiak corporations, partners, managing
directors, managerial agents or members of managemed auditing bodies of commercial
corporations and cooperatives;

3. any persons who have been on the full-time staffart time informers of the former State
Security.

Article 60

(1) The term of office of the management boardhefBNR and the BNT shall be three years.

(2) A person may be elected to the management loddahe BNR or to the management board
of the BNT for not more than two terms of office.

(3) One and the same person may not be concurmemgiyber of the management boards of
the BNR and the BNT, or concurrently member of afythe said boards and of the Council for
Electronic Media.

Article 61

(1) The term of office of a member of the managenterard shall be terminated prior to the
expiration of the said term by the Council for Etenic Media on motion by the respective director
general on the grounds applicable to early terrianaif the term of office of a member of the Colinci
for Electronic Media.

(2) (Repealed, SG No. 96/2001).

Article 62

The Management Board of the BNR and, respectivbly,Management Board of the BNT,
shall perform the following functions:

1. determine the basic guidelines for the developmecope and structure of the programme
service;

2. adopt rules for the structure and organizatiboperation, for wages, for payment of part-
time contributors, for editing, for advertising,rfthe storage and use of stock material, and for
external productions and co-productions;

3. decide on the establishment of expert and advisoards, and establish the procedure for
their work;

4. adopt the structure and staffing schedule of leyees, the terms and a procedure for
conclusion of contracts with part-time contributarsl journalists;

5. adopt the draft budget and the state budgetdyulieluded in it and, after consultation with
the Council for Electronic Media, transmit the ddiggequest to the Ministry of Finance for inclusio
in the draft State Budget Act;

6. adopt the budget and the distribution therdwf, dtaff size, the average wage, and the wage
bill;

7. adopt the report on utilization of the budget;

8. pass, on motion by the directors general, upenopening and closing of regional centres
and determine their status, structure and managemeonsultation with the Council for Electronic
Media;

9. determine the occupational qualifications reggiifrom the categories of persons employed
in radio and television broadcasting activities;

10. endorse the job descriptions of employees;

11. endorse all advertising and sponsorship castras well as any other contracts for a value
exceeding a level specified in the rules of orgatndn and operation;

12. endorse the conclusion and termination of thracts of employment of senior office
holders at the BNR or, respectively, the BNT, ahdlirt divisions according to a list of positions
specified in the rules of organization and operatibthe BNR and the BNT;

13. address any other mattes falling within thepeoaf its competence.

Article 63
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(1) The management boards of the BNR and the BN bh called to meeting by the director
general:

1. on his or her own initiative, or

2. on the requisition of at least two of the boaw@mbers.

(2) A notice of meeting shall contain a draft agenfithe meeting.

(3) For the valid transaction of business at angting, as many members shall have to be
present thereat as shall be necessary for makirigioies on the agenda as announced in advance.

Article64

The management boards of the BNR and the BNT stwdte decisions by a simple majority of
all members.

Article 65

For the duration of performance of their functioti'e members of the management boards
shall receive a monthly remuneration from the BN®&,arespectively, the BNT to an amount
equivalent to three-quarters of the monthly remati@n of the members of the Council for Electronic
Media.

Article 66

(1) (Supplemented, SG No. 96/2001) To be eligibtettie position of a director general of the
BNR or, respectively, of the BNT, a person mustsgss the qualifications required for membership
of the Council for Electronic Media. To qualify fdirector general of the BNR, a candidate must have
not less than five years of service in a radioi@tatto qualify for director general of the BNT, an
applicant must have not less than five years afieein a television station.

(2) The term of office of the directors generatltd BNR and, respectively, of the BNT, shall
be three years.

(3) A director general of the BNR and, respectivelffthe BNT, may not be elected to the
same office for more than two successive three-gzars.

Article 67

(1) (Redesignated from Article 67, SG No. 96/2004& term of a director general of the BNR
or, respectively, of the BNT, shall be terminateidmpto the expiration of the said term:

1. on the grounds provided for early terminatiortted term of a member of the Council for
Electronic Media;

2. should it be established that the said diregreral commits or suffers others to commit
gross or systematic violations of the provisiorgarding the principles of pursuit of the broadaasti
activities of radio and television broadcasters.

(2) (New, SG No. 96/2001) Upon early terminatiortlaf term of a director general and until
conduct of a new election, which must be held withree months, the management of the respective
organization shall be entrusted to a person designhy the Council for Electronic Media and
possessing the qualifications required under Azt herein.

Article 68

The director general of the BNR and, respectivefythe BNT, shall perform the following
functions:

1. implement the programming policy;

2. exercise the day-to-day management of the BNRegpectively, of the BNT, and of the
property thereof;

3. nominate the members of the Management Boardefidiorsement by the Council for
Electronic Media and move the Electronic Media tloe early termination of the term of any such
member;

4. convene the meetings of the Management Boargside over them;

5. conclude and terminate the contracts of employmokthe employees;

6. exercise the rights of an employer under theoLiakCode;

7. represent the BNR or, respectively, the BNTdealings with all natural and juristic persons
in Bulgaria and abroad;

8. organize the preparation of the draft budget suiamit the said draft to the Management
Board for endorsement;

9. organize the implementation, balancing off aeybrting of the budget, and submit the said
budget to the Management Board for adoption.

15



Article 69
The directors general of the BNR and the BNT stedkive a monthly remuneration equal to
the remuneration drawn by a chairperson of a stgncthmmittee of the National Assembly.

Section 1V

BNR and BNT Financing

Article 70

(1) The Bulgarian National Radio and the Bulgaridational Television shall prepare,
implement, balance off and report a self-containediet.

(2) The management boards of the BNR and the BNfhjmthe limits of their budgets, shall
endorse a budget or a budget account for the egparighe regional radio and television centres and
the other structural units.

(3) The following shall accrue in revenue to theldpet of the BNR and the BNT:

1. financing from the Radio and Television Fund;

2. a state budget subsidy;

3. own revenue from advertising and sponsorship;

4. proceeds from additional activities relatedadio and television broadcasting activities;

5. donations, legacies and bequests;

6. interest and other income related to radio afeVvision broadcasting activities.

(4) The state budget subsidy shall:

1. be provided for the preparation, creation andadicasting of national and regional
programme services; the amount of subsidy shadlebermined per hour of programming on the basis
of a standard endorsed by the Council of Ministers;

2. include an action grant for tangible fixed assatcording to a list endorsed annually by the
Ministry of Finance.

(5) The expenditure side of the budget shall beamed according to the classification of
national budget expenditure items.

(6) Any excess of revenues over expenditures atildeof the year shall be a balance brought
forward and shall be incorporated into budget lier successive year.

Article 71

The Bulgarian National Radio and the Bulgarian dlai Television shall assist the creation
and performance of the national audio and, resggtiaudiovisual output, allocating funds for new
productions as follows:

1. the Bulgarian National Radio shall allocate lesis than 5 per cent of the national budget
subsidy and the financing f